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chairs to  have  contributed  some  substance  to  the
building of the ectoplasmic formations.

Colonel Olcott also prepared two spring balances
and tested the pulling power of the spirit hands, while
those of the medium were held by one of the audience.
A left hand pulled with a force of forty lb., and
the right hand with fifty in a light which was so good
that Olcott could clearly see that the right hand was
one finger short. He was already familiar with the
assertion of the spirit in question that he had been a
sailor and had lost a finger in his lifetime. When one
reads of such things the complaint of Olcott that his
results were not final, and that he had not perfect test
conditions, becomes more and more hard to compre-
hend. He winds up his conclusions, however, with
the words: " No matter how many sceptics came
battering against these granitic facts, no matter what
array of * exposers ' might blow their tin horns and
penny trumpets, that Jericho would stand."

One observation which Olcott made was that these
ectoplasmic forms were quick to obey any mental
order from a strong-minded sitter, coming and
going as they were willed to do. Other observers in
various seances have noted the same fact, and it may
be taken as one of the fixed points in this baffling
problem.

There is one other curious point which probably
escaped Olcott's notice. The mediums and the spirits
who had been fairly amiable to him during his long
visit turned suddenly very acid and repellent. This
change seems to have occurred just after the arrival
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